Considerations When Selecting a College

Campus Issues

· Distance from home and transportation method to get from home to school

· Topography of campus and the community, including sidewalks and steps

· Size of the campus

· Transportation on and around campus

· Parking availability and handicapped parking spaces

· Elevators and stairs in dorms and buildings

· Activities available


· Location(s) of cafeterias and availability of meal plans which may allow eating at various locations

· Overall climate and snow removal in northern climates

· Medical leave policy

Dorm/Housing Issues

· Requirement to live on campus for certain years?

· Distance from your room to your classes and other facilities

· Availability of cafeteria, study rooms, laundry facilities

· Proximity of bathroom facilities

· Egress issues – ramps or steps into building

· Elevator and stairs – consider a first floor room, elevators can be small and slow

· Location of parking lot; handicapped parking spaces

· Proximity to dining hall(s)

· Get acquainted with your Resident Advisor 

· Roommate assignment – be honest about your needs, such as noise levels,

bedtimes, etc.  

· No Vacate policy for fire alarms – you can request to be on a list so that you do not      

have to vacate the room for false alarms, but staff and fire dept will have your 

room info in case there is a need to vacate

· Special accommodations available (such as suites) for those with disabilities?

· Microwave/fridge in room if allowed – convenient for ice packs, meds, meals if 

unable to get to cafeteria 

Classes/Schedule Issues

· Time of day - consider starting a little later if you get stiff or if you are in a 

northern climate where you will want to wait for crews to remove snow/ice

· Priority enrollment – you may be able to register early to get better selection of 

class times

· Time in between classes

· Proximity of classes to one another and to dining hall for lunch time classes

· Enroll in reasonable course load – plan on two to three hours of work outside class        

· For every one spent in class;  many schools will allow a disabled student to 

take a ½ load and still be considered a full-time student for loan/scholarship

purposes, etc; also important to check impact on health insurance coverage

· Steps within classrooms/theater style seating

· Desk/chair equipment – comfortable and manageable

· Backpack on wheels
· Make-up policy

· On-line notes available? Laptop allowed in class?

· Group projects – let team members know of your issues if it might impact your

assignment or meeting a deadline

· Exam modifications – afternoon test times, oral rather than written exam

Disability Services

· Provide Stickler information to office  (video:  http://www.sticklervideo.org/  or    

pamphlet:  http://www.sticklers.org/sip2/content/view/20/22/)
· Provide student’s medical history to office

· Letter from physician may be required outlining problems and needed

accommodations to qualify for services – plan ahead as this can take time

· Ask what are student’s responsibilities vs those of the Disability Office
· Ask to review their "Disability/Reasonable Accommodations Policy"

· Number of disabled students on campus and number with similar problems

· Needed services and accommodations now available or would be new for you?

· Physical Education/Health class – need adaptation? – most schools have a pool and

whirlpool plus a student recreation center where student may be able to have 

personalized exercise program – hours open and available

· Note taker, FM system, lab aide needed?  OK to use digital voice recorder?

· Assistive Technology Center or equipment available?
· Mentor/buddy system

· Group/social gatherings or activities

Health Facility

· Proximity to campus and services provided by college program

· Hours open and after-hours procedure

· Medical personnel available at campus facility and within community (including specific specialists that may be needed, such as retinal, orthopedic specialists)
· Closest large medical center

Community/City Issues

· Transportation

· Physical Access/topography

· Resources – medical, cultural, social, religious, etc. 

Additional Notes:

· Plan ahead and pace yourself during the preparation phase – you have more to 

consider than most other students

· Plan ahead and pace yourself once school starts – put all of your test, project,

paper due dates on a calendar to you know when you will be busiest

· Get to know your advisor, his/her secretary, the department heads – they can be 

           helpful if you have a concern or problem
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