REHABILITATION ACT OF 1973 SECTION 504
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 is designed to prohibit discrimination based on disability in any program or activity receiving federal money. This stature obligates public schools to provide equal access and equal opportunity to otherwise qualified persons with disabilities. For a student of be eligible for a 504 plan, the student must meet all three of the following criteria. It must be because of this disability that the student is unable to gain equal access and benefit from school programs and services. The publication, A Parent Guide to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, is a resource available to parents through their school.

1.
A physical or mental impairment (has a history of having a physical or mental impairment)

2.
That substantially limits

3.
One or more major live activities.
If you believe that a student may be eligible for Section 504, ask your school principal, guidance counselor, or the building 504-coordinator for forms.

If your child is not already in a SP ED program and he or she needs accommodations learn your States 504 plan. When your children reach school age, you can file for 504.  Even if your child is an above average student they could qualify. Have your doctor send a list of your child’s medical problems and list what the child’s needs are. Bottom line KNOW YOUR CHILDS RIGHTS. Don’t let schools tell you an average or above average child doesn’t get 504 services. 

Be very clear with all accommodations. State the medical reason and clearly spell out how to implement the accommodations. Back it up with a letter from your doctor or doctors. Don’t let them tell you the school doesn’t have something. They will just have to provide it.  

